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Foreword

THE THIRD MANNED LUNAR LANDING, which increased to almost 200 the man-hours
spent by astronauts on the Moon’s surface, differed in character from previous
missions. The dominant aspect of the first landing was, simply, that it was done.
'The second landing was notable for the precision that brought a manned space-
craft to rest 183 m from its target site, a robot spacecraft dispatched to the Moon
two and a half years before. But the outstanding characteristic of the third landing,
when Antares came down to the rolling foothills of Fra Mauro, was the excep-
tionally rich harvest in lunar science that the mission achieved.

At Fra Mauro, astronauts Shepard and Mitchell emplaced an automatic geo-
physical station that quickly began to work in harness with Station 12, already
functioning 181 km to the west, forming a valuable network that permits simulta-
neous observation from physically separated instruments. They also made a traverse
on foot of record extent in an area of extreme geologic interest and brought back
to Earth data and core tubes and other geologic samples in unprecedented volume.

The preliminary scientific results reported in this publication are the product of
work performed in the months immediately following the mission. Unquestionably
these analyses and interpretations will be expanded and refined during the months
and years to come.

GEORGE M. Low

Deputy Administrator

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
June 1, 1971
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